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The fresco in Herrmann Halr s Tower Room 
captures the beguiling shape of a Monterey Black Cypress called 
The Witch Tree at Pescadero Point on the 17-Mile Drive. Painted 
by Ferdinand Burgdorff> the tree is part of a small grove of na-
tive cypress trees - some as old as 300 years - that includes the 
Ghost Tree and Lone Cypress. The Witch Tree was severely dam-
aged by a storm 50 years ago. A small portion of the tree survived 
but visitors today only see a long, thin, lonesome trunk with two 
barren branches stretching skyward. Burgdorff 's masterful fresco 
provides a haunting reminder of the tree's former beauty. 
Historical Highlights are provided by the Dudley Knox Library. 
